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5 THE following Extract from 
|. © a ſmall Treatiſe, entitled, The 
F Grounds of 4 Hely Life, and from 
t- the Writings of Judge Hale, Sc.“ 
are recommended to the ſerious Pe- 
uh of the Profeſſors of Chriſtia- 
nity of every Denomination; who 
may thereby in ſome meafure be 
enabled to diſtinguiſh whether they 
are coming up in tbe vital and efſen- 
tial Part of True Religion, or too 
mch reſting in an outward Pro- 
Fefron-of Gedlineſs: a Point f the 
utmat Importance. for all to be ac- 
Quainted with; as without the for- 
Nef no Profeſſion will avail to "the 
Kleding. / the Soul from din and 
preparing it for an Inberitance in 
tibat Kingdom, ubere no Doubt, 


all defire to find an Admiſſion at 
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NY þ at following queſtions — —— 


ſaying. 


eth ſalvation hath appeared unto 


<6 righteoully, and _ godly. in this » | J 


55. preſent world. 
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Ancient Chriſtians! 


PRINCIPLE or RULE of Lars, = 


'R vived and brag to Light. 


PAUL: an apoſtle of Elbe J 
* Chriſt, writing to Titus the 
firſt Biſhop of Crete, had ihis 


= 


Ihe Grace of, Gad has 1 1 | : 


© all men, teaching us, that deny* Þ a 
. ungodlineſs and worldly - | | 
<& luſts, we. ſhould- live. ſoberly, 


From which weighty: Fayings . 


Eh : 
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. 
What 1 18 the Grace of God! 33 


The Grace 5 God that 3 eth 

| ſalvation, is no leſs than a divine 

' Inſpiration, the Gift of God to the 

ſons and daughters of men, and Ad- 

verſary to the Devil, a Deſtroyer 

of ſin, and the only Saviour of 
mankind therefrom. * 


Grace is the free and eternal love and 
- favour, of God, which is the ſpring and 
Jource of all the benefits we receive from him. 
This free and unmerited love of God is the 
original mover in our falyation, and bath no 
cauſe above it to excite or draw it forth, but 
merely ariſes from his own will. It was this 
mercy or love of God that found opt redemp- 
tion for mankind. ** God fo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son to he 
4 for us,” John iii. 16. Glace is the work of 
the Spirit, renewing the ſoul after the image 
of God, and continyally guiding and ſtrength- 
ening the a to obey his will, to refit 

and. mortify fin, and to overcome i My 
Grace is ; fuſkcicn for thee.” 2 Cor. xi. 9. 

2 Cruder's Cencordanee. 
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| thence (until it come to be af 
veiled by clouds of iniquity) if 


608 that leads to ſin, appears Wie- 
in; ſo the Grace of God, chat is 


Eu, alſo Within. 


ce world, if he hath lived to 
mik Un, but hath felt and known 
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| Where doth the Grace of God, 
that bringeth ſalvation, appear - 
The great God, in his infinite 
wiſdom and everlaſting love, hath il 
placed this feed in the hearts uf 
the ſons of men, there the 
Grace of God, chat bringen i 
ſalvation, may be found; from 


it ſhews itſelf a witneſs againſt 
all na ghüte ene and urge. 
lineſs. © © 5 1 
As every evil motion and temp · 1 


given to men to ave: from heh 


There is not 2 man born inte 


in Himſelf rebukes T3 lin; and "nn 
A 7 75 1 | 


(6 ) 


theſe rebukes are the appearances 


of Grace, and called in Scripture, 
light, and true light, for that it 


manifeſts every work of darkneſs; 


it ſhews us both when and where 


in we have done amiſs . and this 
it hath been in all ages. 


God hath not in any age left him 


ſelf without a witneſs in the hearts 


of men, to declare his righteouſ- 
neſs, truth and faithfulneſs. But 
there is as much difference. be- 


tween, the appearance of Grace, 


and the power of Grace to Salva- 
tion, the light of righteouſneſs, 
and that fulneſs Which enables 2 


to lead a life of righteouſneſs; 
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between a ſced — is fown Ki 


the herb when tis come to full 
growth ; but the one leads to the 
other: and it is he that attains to 
the fulneſs of Grace, that comes 
to lead a ſober, righteous, godly, Y 


life in this ene 


8 2 rere, n R 1 


And as the appearances of Grace 
are inward, ſo are all itsdiſcoveries, 
revelations and teachings; whoſo- 
ever applies hiniſelf to man for a 
right knowledge of the things of 
God, goes to a wrong School; 
2% For,” ” as Paul truly ſaid, © that 
« Which may be known of God. 
<« js manifeſt within.“ 

The proud, the covetous, the 
enyious, and other ungodly per- 
ſons, may for a time, and a long 
time, have the appearances of 
Grace; they may have rebukes 
for fin, but if by ſuch rebukes 
they do not ala righteouſneſs, 
they grow not in Grace, neither 
doth Grace grow in them; all ſuch 
hide their talent, and in time, for 
want of improvement, come to 
have it quite taken from them; 
and being left Graceleſs, lead 2 
Wicked and e in this 

Aas world. E 

os A2 64 AS 
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unto all, and there be a fuffici- 


ency therein to make men godly, 
how comes it to paſs, that there 
are ſo many ungodly ? 8 
As the Grace of God that bring- 
eth ſalvation, appears unto all men; 
ſo motions of fin, that lead to de- 
ſtruction appear unto all men, 


and commonly make the firſt 
appearance. All men have evil 


motions and temptations in them- 
ſelyes to fin, before they are 
acquainted with any rebukes in 


themſelves for fin, and the work 
of the Devil is to make forbidden 
things appear deſirable, the world || 
and the vanities thereof to be full 
of .pleaſantneſs : and as our affec- 
tions come to be taken there wich, 
as we make the world bur delight, |. 
and purſue after it, We depart 
from God z and though Grate 
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be 


live ſoberly, 7 and god 
I in this preſent world, Grace 


God in man but fin; nor nothing 


men to their beginning. the 


9 
| make many - appearances, 
though the good Spirit of God 


may long fave: with us, though 


we have in ourlelyes many checks 
and rebukes, and thereby are 
made ſenfible that our ways and 


our doings diſpleaſe God; yet are 
we prone to perſevere therein: 
and through a continued perſeve- 
rance, fin grows and comes to 
have dominion over us. 
If Grace teacheth good men to 
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preſerves good men from 1 in 
this preſent world. 
Nothing defend tho wage of 
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reſembles his Maker; the more 
patient, peaceable, juſt, upright 
and faithful any man is found, 
the more conformable he is to the 
life and nature of Chriſt. 
Saving from fin, on this nde the 


grave, may to ſuch as are ſtrang- WW 


ers to God's ſalvation; ſeem an 
incredible thing; but were they 
as well accquainted with the power 
of Grace, as too many are with 


the ftrenth of fin, they would 


ſay, Chriſt's yoke was eaſy. 


| + Grace being a divine inſpira- | 


tion, commands the hearts of all 
good men, and the heart being 
the chief fortreſs of the ſoul com- 


+ mands every member of the body, 
holding chem in with bitt and 


bridle. 


ct A Ao - 


By Grace the ear of man is 
ſhut from hearkening to fables 
and evil reports, his eye is turned 
aſide from ing von vanity, 
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1 
his tongue is not ſuffered to curſe, 
wear, lie, or to be employed in 
any idle communication; the hand 
is lirnited from taking bribes and 
from taking by violence, or other- 
wiſe, any thing that is not our 
own; the feet are reſtrained from 
going with the drunkard to ex- 


1 
ceſs, or with a lewd woman to 
; the chamber of wantonneſs, or 


with rude perſons to rioting, re- 
yelling, or any other rude exer- 
| if iſe. And by this dominion that 
| | Grace comes to have over us, the 
Lord ſaves his people from their 
fins. And as we live in ſubjec- 
tion to this power, we are fer- 
vants to another prince; Sin and 


Satan have loſt theit dominion 


over us. And this is God's ſal- 
vation; by this we come to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly ia 
This . world. . 


get 8 2 10 | 
= = ” . 


— — . — — — 
- 


—— — — — — WS On —äZͥ2— — 1 
— " : 
- : 


on. [EE . I eee 


with bitt and bridle from doing 


— << — 


——— — 
* ” 


——ä— — 


G 


n TY 
We muſt confeſs (may ſome ſay) 
that we have known inward re- 


bukes for fin, we have been 
checked, reproved, and convicted 
in e e aſter we have done 
amiſs; but we have not found any 


thing in ourſelves, when ſtrong 


© motions and temptations have 


ariſen in our minds, to reſtrain us 


amiſs; and to deny ungodlinefs 
and wordly luſts in. our own 
ſtrength, — too hard for an 
mortal; eſpecially when any lor 
ly ſin hath got the dominion over 
us: what can we do in ſuch a caſe? 
Could man in his own ſtren 
deliver his ſoul from under 


- the power of Sin and Satan, 
return unto God, and lead a ſo- 


ber, righteous, godly life in this 


reſent world, there would have 
3 no need of 2 Redeemer, no 
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occafion for a. Saviour, no uſe of 
a quickening ſpirit to give life to 
our ſouls, no neceſſity of God's 
writing his law in our hearts, for 
a rule to guide our ſteps by, no 
want of a light in our ſouls to ſhew 
us where the Devil ſpreads his net, 
caſts his bait, lays his gin, and diſ- 
plays his falſe colours; but man 


can no more deliver his foul from 


the power of Sin and Satan; with- 
out the help of the Lord than If- 
rael when they were in Egypt 
could go free from the ſervitude 
of Pharoah without the help of 
the Lord; which being known to 
the Lord, Grace appears unto all 
men for their aid. 

And though the apreataiibel | 
of Grace may ſeem but ſmall aid 
to ſet our ſouls free from the ſer- 
vitude of Sin and Satan, and to 
conduct us in the way of life and 


ſalvation, it is not ſmaller than 


"1 ws 


Iſrael's aid was, to bis Wem 


from under the ſervitude of Pha- 
nach, and conduct them to "th 


promiſed land. 


Hrael's aid was but two el 
- men, the younger of them being 


about eighty years old, having no 


| weapon but a rod in -one of their 


hands; yet by this ſmall means, 


God being with them, they brought 


from under the power and ſervi- 
tade'of Pharaoh fix hundred thou- 


i nd men, befides women and 


Shafer; 3 and Grace being à di- 
vine- inſpiration, is aid enough to 


| bring fix hundred thouſand Milli- 


ons from under the ſervittde of 
Sin and power of Satan, did men 


but confide therein, and give 


themſelves p to be guided there- 
by. 
n rebukes, if we have re- 


gard thereunto, beget a fear in 


25 as the ſhaking of the rod 
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doth i in children; and as the fear 
| of the Lord is the beginning of 
wiſdom, fo it is the beginning of 


1 


a reformation of our lives. 

If I am checked in myſelf for 
making a lie, and have regard to 
that which checked me, I ſhall be 


afraid of making another ; or if 1 


find in myfelf rebukes for not 
keeping my promiſe, or for doing 


any thing amiſs, and have regard 5 


to ſuch rebukes, I ſhall be afraid 


to do the like, leſt the next re- 
bukes be ſharper; and as this holy 
fear abides in us, we come to deny 


ungodlineſs, and in denying un- 
godlineſs we learn righteoutneſs ; 


but ſuch as find in themſelves re- 


bukes for fin, and have no regard 
thereunto, are no ſcholars in the 
ſchool of Side. 

We have read, that reproofs of 
inſtruction are the way to life, and 


bee men.may de found at li 
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this day, who will acknowledge, 
that they had never come to a, life 


of righteouſneſs had they not bad 
reproofs of inſtruction from their 


own hearts, by which they came 
to deny unrighteouſneſs. 

For where rebukes for fin are 
received in love, the Lord: doth 
not leave ſuch fouls, but follows 


vices we ſubdue, the more- in the 
light of the Lord ſhall we fee, 


and the more power ſhall we re- 
- ceive from, G 
them. | 
It one plague will not make | 
Phe roah willing to let Iſracl go, 
he ſhall, have another, and ano- 
ther, until he be willing; and if 
one rebuke will not make us wil- 


God to overcome 


ling to part with a beloved fin, we 


ſhall have another, yea, trouble 
and terror, | . 


them therewith; and the more 


3 
25 
# 
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Paul key, terror before he 


came to find Peace with God, and 
peace in his own conſcience; ; he 


Was 2cquainted | with judgment, | 
before he came to obtain victory; 


nothing hath: power to break the 


bonds of captivity, and ſet us 


free from the law of fin and death, 
but the law of the ſpirit of 1 
in our own hearts. 

When violent motions f fin 


ariſe, We are to ſtand ſtill, and the 
Tord will tight for us; "for as our 
hearts come to be pofſeſſod with 
Grace, if the enemy ſhould, come 
in as a food, the Spirit of. the- 


Lord being in our inward parts, 


will lift up. A Aandard, abt 


Him. 
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, 482 
fave the ſinner, and by his judg- 
ments to weaken the ſtrength. of 
fin; ; for man freed from fin, is as 
willing to lead a righteous life as 
an ungodly man can be to lead 
a. wicked life, and more joy he 

hath, en the world cannot 
Tee it, 1 
VII. 

What may truly and properly 
þe ealled a ſober, moons god- 
ty life? 

Devotion which oalifts in 
Hearing ſermons, reading good 
books, performing family duties, 
Kc. hath been accounted godli- 
neſs, and the practitioners there- 
of, righteous people. 

Theſe things are not to be dit. 
gommended where they are done 
in fincerity, but theſe are not the 
true character of. e 


| god, ma 
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This and much more might bs 


ound amongſt the Scribes and 
Phariſees, yet Jeſus told his diſci- 


ples, that except their righteouſ- 


neſs exceeded the righteouſneſs 


of the Scribes and Phariſees, they 


could in no wiſe enter into the 


kingdom of God. 

And who are there amongſt us, 
that are called Chriſtians, but one 
day:in-ſeven will be in the exerciſe 
of ſomething that is called godli- 
neſs, though they have not learn- 


ed to deny ungodlineſs; and ſuch _ 


as have not learned to deny un- 
godlinefs, are far from ſuch a 
righteous, godly life, as the Grace 
of our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt reacheth 
all its/followers.. © / 


| Drvikenveſs ahotdddith thee] 


envy, hatred, bloodſhed, twearing; 


curſing, lying extortion, fraud, 
eee 4 being ad 
| B 
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pride, are. not fruits proceeding 
rom the good Spirit of God; but 
from the eyil ſpirit of this world); 
not iſſues of life, but ſtreams that 
flow from a corrupt ſpring; theſe 
ome. not from the teaching of 
Grace in. our hearts, but from 
evil motions chat ariſe in our 
minds; theſe. make men finners' | 
1 before the Lord; and as long as 
we live in the practice of any of 
5 them, _ ſhall, not be righteous 
in his ſight; thoſe that brovght 
forth fruits of this kind, have in 
all ages of the world deen teſti- 
fed as unrightedus and 
ungodly livers, Theſe are infir- 
mities of the ſoul, that 1 
of money have been given to 
yficians to cure, but behold 
calth hath not been by them re- 
ſtored. Theſe are weeds that 
by have. been hired 49 
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pluck up/ hut to this day have not 


made clean gurdens, nor neveꝶ 
will by. albthe- art they have, for 
Chriſt is the phyſician of ſouls, 
none cam take away the fins of 
the world but he alone. 
+ Whotoever [thinks to attain to 
© I 27 righteous, {godly life, but by 
che reachings of Grace in-his:own' 
heart, deceiveth his own ſaul. 
1 Men may Jop, or hinder» 30 
* growth of many branches of ini 
quit), that appear outwardly; but 
2 cannot take away the cauſe which 
1 is within, and until the: cauſe is 
d removed there can be no thorough 
TY euraign d br. 5 tort 
us Walk in the Spirit; ſaid Paul? 
tO | and: ve ſhall not fulfil: the liſts of 
d the fleſh; that is the only r reedy. 
chat is the ſoul- healing ſalve; and 
at } what is this Walking in the Mit, 
*2 | but following the leadings nt 
. Grace i in our own heats, mn 
1 


rr 
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+ For Grace as it comes to have 


the rule over us, brings doven all 


exalted thoughts, abaſeth pride, 


ſhuts out covetouſneſs, gives no 


place unto wrath, reduceth us to 
a cool, quiet frame of ſpirit, in 


which frame we can bear and ſuf- 


fer. Grace will not ſuffer us to 


do any unjuſt thing, nor allow us 
to ſpeak an ill word, much leſs to 
be drunk, commit vrhoredom, 


ſteal, or any ſuch abominable 
vices, for it is the promiſed Spirit 


of Truth that leads into, all truth, 


leads out of all error, and ſo 


brings ſalvation indeed 


No man can lead a righteous 
life, till a right ſpirit comes to have 
poſſeſſion of his heart, for from 
good treaſures of; the heart Pro: 


ceed all good living, for that is 


| | the Zuide, and this guide being of 


4 divine nature, makes us to be 


* „ — — — 
heavenly minded; . 
* , * 7 6 


. 


Ry. oO ww 0 = we EA” 


13 Sd 


WP, V) 


but the righteouſneſs that pro- 


_ virtues, proceeds out of the heart 


abode is not known till by deny- [1 
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Nothing exceeds the righteouſ- 
and of the Soribes and Phariſees, 


ceeds from a right ſpirit in our 
hearts; ſor that is not our own 
righteouſneſs, but the ngiueaul: 
neſs of Chriſt, - 

As murder, adultery, theſt, 
which are the worſt of evils, pro- 
cced out of the heart whilſt the 
evil ſpirit of this world hath the 
poſteffion thereof; ſo good will ta 
all men, which is the chief of Wil 


when the good Spirit of God comes 
to make its abode» there; but this 


ing ungodlineſs and wordly luſts, 
the fpitit of this world is denied, 
and . the heart cleanſed, 1 
then and not till then can we 
come to know © The LOOK: our 


B 3 
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God, in nmz wiündllove 
to maclind; cauſethꝭ his ſun to 
|. -** ſhine on the evil, and on the 
good, and his rain to rain on 
the juſt and on the unjuſt; fo 
he chat hath this good- will to all, 


will not wrong any, / oppreſs 
any, ſhem violence to any; nor 


ſpeak evil of any; but be ready 
to ſerve all: men in love and faith» 
fulneſs,. 1 110 * bir: 201 Ny ais 
And ſince this refurmation is 
nab: and alone by the Grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; give me 
leave to ſay with the Prophet, 
Ho, every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to the water and drink.“ 
every one that hath a deſire in his 
ſoul after righteouſneſs, turn in 
to the Grace of God in your own 
hearts, Which is a freegift, with- 
out money and without price, no- 
thing is required on man's part, 
but to hearken thereunto, and 
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tale counſel therefrom; % Hear,” 


ſaid the Prophet, and ee, fouls 
«ſhall live.. | 


Adam hearkening to oil mo- 
tions died unto righteouſneſs, and 


fo do all ungodly men, but he 
that hearkens to the voice of Grace, 


lives unto righteouſneſs, and from 
the flowings of that ſpring, that 
he hath in himſelf, leads a ſober, 


righteous, godly life in this your 


lent world. 


Hearing — ng at the 
beſt are but to ot what we 


ought to do. 
If ever we think to Welt by 


Scripture rules, if ever we intend 
to keep our Lord's command, and 


if we would lead a righteous, god- 


Ay life in this preſent” world, we 


muſt turn in to the Grace Ot. God 


in our own hearts, for that gives 


us emen to __ to our rule. 
a 4 20 Al. dns 
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Tuflicent to teach us our duty to- 


bliſh us in righteouſneſs, where- 
fore was there an outward miniſ- 
tery given to the church? 

In the ſtate of degeneration all 
men are ſtrangers to Grace, they 
know not the Lord; and the work 
of the miniſtery is to open the un- 
derſtandings of all ſuch, and to 
4urn them to this heavenly Teach- 
er, ſince nothing elſe can enable 

us to lead a ſober, righteous, god- 
** life in this preſent world. | 


| want, ſo Others were given to 
Water, that no young plants 
might wither, but all come to be 
roten and grounded. 


wt 


oh If inward ans; ſpiritual Grace be 


wards God and man, and to eſta- 


And as ſome are ordained. to 


We find — in the Primitive 7 
"tines! pee declined from what 
they had attained to; for that they. 
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bias 
with ſuch Paul Was! forced to tra- 
vail in birth again: for as plants 
are not TT as 1loon as they 
are planted, ſo men are not eſta- 
bliſhed in righteouſneſs as ſoon as 
they are turned from unrighteouſ- 
neſs; and ſach as were * 
were to watch over the weak, and 
lend them a helping hand in their 
eee until they all came in the 
unity of the Spirit to be perfect 
men. 
But who are fit to plant and 
water? No ungodly men, for ſuch 
have not the Spirit of jeſus, ſuch 
know not the way of God's ſal- 
vation themſelves, and ſo cannot 
dire& others thereto, nor lend 
them. a hand therein; but ſuch as 
are, what Paul after his convaation - 
was, not only a miniſter, Wt a 
witneſs of what he teſtified, or 
35 7 
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fuch as have travelled in the way 
of God's Salvation themſelves, 
_ are come through the teach: 
of Grace to that Nrength 

and perfection, ** As to deny un- 

4 godlineſs and worldly luſts, and 
*© to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
„And upd in ny Prelent 
cc, * works wa! SO . 


w we. 


1 — 
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NADBESCRIPTION 


Ant the Way 5 which, we wy 


ſome fenſe thereof by reading and fl 
well conſideting the contents of 
the fifth, fixth and ſeventh chap- 


that Jeſus, ſeeing the multitude, 
e went up into a mountain, and. 


'and what he taught his diſciples 


— — — AOPOIII — ent 
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Of. TRUE GODLINESS, 
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| „ our Lives tbereunto. : 


"HE life and nature of Chriſt, 
all true Chriſtians, who have 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, may find in 
themſelves ; and others may have 


ters of Matthew. where it is ſaid, 


** when he was, ſet, his diſciples 
te came unto him, and he opened 


55 


« his mouth and taught them; 


... ͤ K ² I ___vOT zz Sn omg __4 


then, he teacheth all. true Chriſ- 
tians now : for though he aſcend- 
ed, the Holy Spirit that dwelt 


— 
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in him deſcended,” and did then, 
doch now, and to the end of the 
world will tabernacle; with all the 
| Lord's redeemed, to be their 
n teacher; and as many as walk 
after this Spirit are taught of Chriſt, 
and walk in his foot ſteps: for as 
no vine heareth one kind of grape, 
and the branches another, ſo eve- 
Ty member of Chriſt anſwereth 
the Ire of Chriſt i in his conyerſa- 
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words or his, devotion ; but 75 
his works, his nature, his life, and 

** converſation, Ny 7 
I ſhall not infi ſt on all particu»; | 
| | Jars contained i in the f oremention- 
ed chapters, but. chiefly... on, the... 
N five, following exhortations or 
commands of Our Lord; oe leaſt 


Jef which for a true ial of Ehre 


8 
* 


— — — — 
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ſtianity, is more to be obſeryed 
than the moſt ſpecious ceremonies; 
for the proud as well as che hum- 
ble, the cruel as. well as the mer; 
cifol, the ; fraudulent as well as 
the juſt," the ungodly as well as 
the ly] can contorm to the 
one, but cangot conform to the 
other. 1 93 Ef 

The true trial of Chianti 18 
to be found in the life and nature 
of Chriſt, if the Spirit of Chriſt 
hath tha rule in us, theſe. follows. 
ing fruits will be brought, forth, 
15 us. 

+, i all our communication, 


ik «+» 


y; the word that goeth out of 
our _— will be ſure... 

He. that is a Chriſtian, indeed. 
hath no neceſſity, in himſelf; nor 
need to be urged by others, to- 
bind his ſoul with an oath to per- 
farm, his Word, for the la. of: the- 


6320 
Spirit of Life in his own heart 
* 3 him ſo 40 %%. 0 
Chriſtians in their communi- 
þ - cations weigh theit- words before 
they utter them, with their capa- 
cities to perform them, knowing 
that a promiſe cannot be broken 
without violating the righteous 
law of God in their own hearts ; 
and whenever ſuch violence is 
done, terror enſues; and this makes 
good men, who live under the 
government of Chriſt, dread much 
more to break their words, than 
others do to forfeit their bonds ; 
and this holy dread makes our 
Vvea to be yea, and our nay to be 
may; this makes us cautious in 
| our promiſes, and careful in our 
performances : : the exhortation 
may be read in Scripture, but the 
binding tie muſt be known in our 
oon hearts: all that have the 
* have this rule; ; but unleſs - . 
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we have a principle of life in our- | 


"ſelves, we cannot walk by this 
rule; and we muſt not only have 
ſuch a principle, but we muſt alſo 


Improve it by a continued practice, 


before it comes to be our life, our 
centre, and our nature; till then 
we may ſay, Theſe things 
4 we ſhould do;” but cannot ſay 
<<, Theſe things we do: and fo 


witneſs againſt ourſelves, that, 


though we have the Scriptures, 


we walk not according to the 


Scriptures; though we have the 


words of Chriſt, we are not in the 


life and nature of Chriſt ; our yea 
is not yea, and our nay, nay,” in 


our commmication; our Words 


and our pihmiſes are not Redlaſt 


and ſite, 1 135.1 100 0 


' Swearingg! in the Semen . it 
tion of Chelians, is ſuperfluous; pl 


for where truth rules in the heart, 


. 
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lips. - Prove. a profeſſed Chriſtian 
by this! Rule, weigh, him in this” 
balance: if his yea, be yea, and 
bis nay, gay, in all his com- 
munication; if he be a man of 
78 his word at all times; if his per- 
formances be one with his pro- 
miſes, herein he abides in the 
doctrine of Chriſt; and this is an 
evident demonſtration that he is 
ſo far a Chriſtian indeed. But if 
ſtheſe performances are wanting, 
1 though, he has a. Chriſtian name, 
he is not in the Chriſtian nature; 
for, as I. ſaid before, what manner 
Jof grape the vine beareth, the 
branches thereof, if they continue 
in the vine bear the ſam m 
The fecond exhortatign-or c com- 
mand of our Lord was this, Re- 
ſiſt not evil:“ and is was not 
only his doctrine, but h Life and 
nature, as We may plentifully e 3 
in Scnipture. Though he met 
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with revilings; reproaches, buffet- 
ings, and cruel uſage, we do not 
find that he was once moved 
thereby, much leſs that ever he 
reſiſted; but gave his face to the 
ſmiter, and his cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair; and When 
he was led as a lamb to the 
ſlaughter, he was as a ſheep 
dumb before the ſhearer, he 
i opened not his mouth: fo 
much as to ſay, What have 1 
done? Or, Why is it thus? 
Nou the fruits of the Spirit, in 
head and members, captain and 
followers, Chriſt and Chriſtians, 
are one in nature; for as Chriſt 
was humble, lowly, meck, pati- 
ent, peaceable, under all his ſuf- 
ferings, ſo are Chriſtians, if Chriſ. 
tians indeed ; they render not evil, 
for evil, they deſire not an eye 
for an eye, nor a tooth for a tooth; 
revenge of any kind is far from 


them; Bu as patience and for- 
bearance was the life and nature 
of Chriſt, ſo it is the life and 
nature of all Chriſtians, as they 
grow in Grace, and come to the 
fulneſs of the ſtature of Chriſt. 

And by this allo, profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity may prove themſelves, 
Whether they are Chriſtians in- 
deed; for it is the deed that ma- 
nifeſteth all things, for bad men 
may have good words ; forms 
may be imitated, but the patience, 
. the meekneſs, ard: forbearance 
that dwelt in Chriſt, and may be 
found in all true Chriſtians, can- 
not be imitated; If any vice hath 
got head in us, make what profeſ- 
ion we will, the fruit of that vice 
will be brought forth by us; we 
hall be proud, we ſhall be covet- 
| ous, we-ſhall be envious : if We 
are eviled, we ſhall be apt to te- 
File; if we are ſmitten, we ſhall 
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be apt to ſmite; if we are ſued at» 


-the law cauſeleſsly, we ſhall be 
apt to ſue: whilſt it is ſo, we 
are in the world's nature, its ſpi- 
nt hath the rule over us, and not 
the —_— meck, lamb- = 1 75 
of Fefus, 

The third exortation or com- 
mand of Chriſt was this, * Love 

*' your enemies, bleſs them that 
ae you, do good to them that 


de hate you, and pray for them 


te who: deſpttefully uſe you, and 
7e perfecute you,” 


his alſo was not only Sia 


doQrine, but the life and nature 
of Chriſt; and as it is the life and 
nature of 'Chrift” fo it is the life 
and nature of Chriſtians: who are 


e vo * leayened | with” the 


= > et Chriſt. 
No man; Having: the ſpirit of 
Jefis, ant" OY. under _ go 
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over us; for the courſe of our lives, 
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vernment thereof, can hate the 
perſon of any man; for by crea- 
tion we are all the workmanſhip 
of God's hands; and all true 
Chriſtians know that enmity, ha- 
tred, curſing, ſpite, and perſecu- 
tion, proceed not from men or 
women as they are the Lord's 
creation, but as they have loſt his 
image, and thereby. become 
emptied of good, and "Filled with 
evil for as an evil ſpirit comes to 
have the rule over us, evil fruits 
will be brought forth by us. ; 
Could we but ſee ——.— did 
we but obſerve our own natures, 
with the fruits we bring forth in 
our lives, we, might * judge 
of ourlelves and others, whether 
we were converts or not; whether 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, or · che ſpirit of 
this wi had the rule in us, and 


aby in times of trial, declares 


yu=_ 4 


are you” feduced to fuch 4 1 
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who are led by the metk ſpirit of 
jeſus, and who are not; who are 
leavened with the leave of 

righteoufneſs, and who are not; 
who lead a ſober, vpright, godly 


life, and whe-do not; for it is not 


our words, but our practice that 
manifeſts what ſpirit hath rule in 
us, and over ue. 

For until, by conbeeficnſ our 
natures come to be changed, we 
cannot love enemies; while ' we 
have earmity againſt them; we 
cannot bleſs them, we cannot 


pray fbr them, we. (hall be for- 


ward to do them hurt, but far 
from doing them good. Ge 
Come, profeſſors of Chriſtias 
nity, * lay aſide yohr forms that 
ou have long contended abbut; | 
Afure yourfelves by this line, 

try 'yourkclves by this touchſtone; 
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the body; it was meat and 
unto him to do his Father's will 


and to finiſh the work that. he was 
ſent to do; a work that none be- 
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of ſpicit as to love your enemies, 


5 ble them that curſe you, do 
<&. good to them that heat you, and 


Bo pray for them that deſpitefully 
* uſe you, and perſecute you? 


This i is a true chancen of Chriſti- 
anity. 


and the birds of the air have 
«* neſts, but the ſon of man had 
not Where to lay his head; vet 
he Was content; his . * 


not out on things pertaini 


fore him ever did, namely, the 
fulfilling. of. all rightrouſncly,. 
doing a thing that was right in 


the, whole courſe of his life, win 
eee to . his tones 
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| This was: he liſe 7 rr te of 
Chriſt : © The foxes have holes, 
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And as many as have found the 
kingdom of God and his righie- 


oulneſs, and are come to liys un- 


der the rule and government of 
a right ſpirit, have the mind of- 
Chriſt ; though they live in the 
world, their thoughts run not out 
after the world, a true Chriſtian 
is diligent in his calling, moderate 
in his expence, content in his 
ſtate, takes but little thought what 
he ſhall eat, or what he ſhall 
drink, or wherewithal ke ſhall, be 
cloathed';; h e delights in juſtice, 
equity, truth, and faithfulneſs; _ 
and. his thoughts are, cxerciled.. 


therein; and reſting on God's pros | 


vidence,. his honeſt endeavours 
are attended with a bleſſing. 
Ungodly men ſeek the world 
firſt, 5 ſay firſt and laſt; the 
riches of = wake: By the honour of 
the. ; Wards, & the pleaſure, of the 


ros, | l. | 
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world, and tlie praiſe of the world; 
9 What they ſhall eat; or what 
«they ſhall drink” to pleaſe theic 
appetites, what they ſhall put 
on“ to be accounted' great in the 
world, and to have the Ppre-emi- 
nence above and before their fel- 
low creatures; their thoughts run 
far more, how they ſhall be con- 
formable to the faſhions' of the 
world, than how they ſhall be 
conforinable to the ſe, nate, 
| and: doctrine of Chrift: 
This is the natutal Nate of the 
hat daughters of men, whilſt 
Wy oof inue in a ſtate of degene- 
| aliens to the common- 
Se r Iſrael; and ſtrangers to 
that covenant gf promiſe” that the 
Lord made with the houſt of Ja- 
cob. And to a bettet ſtate none 
L. can come, but by ſeeking and 
| fidding the kingdom of God and 
his en or the rule and 


bs. 


LEES 


2 


I 
government of Chriſt, by his eters 
it nal ſpirit in their own hearts; | 
ir |. there the ſeed is ſown; there ties 
it | leaven is laid; there the pearl of 
great price. is found, but not wich- 
i- | out digging deep; for whilſt vice -N 
is uppermoſt, virtue is lowermoſt z | 
n | while fin reigns, the power of 
- | Grace ſuffers; the bringing down {| 
je | of the one is the exaltation of I 
e | the other; there muſt be a death 

>, | unto ſin before there can be a 

| new birth unto righteouſneſs, and 
e a growth in righteouſneſs, before 
t | we can centre in that content, ſo 
- | as'to take no © thought what we 
„ ſhall eat, or what we ſhall drink, 

to or wherewithal we ſhall be... 
e Bu cloathed. And ſo it is every” 
a- | man's principal concern, firſt, ( 
ie | ſeek the kingdom of God, and His 
& } - righteouſneſs ; © firſt to know the 
id | rule and government of a right 
d | fpirit in himſelf Ln this quali- 
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3 | Hes him, and makes him, .capable 


of leading a Chriſtian life, and-of 
1 8 Chriſtian duties both 
to God and man. 
The fifth and laſt branch of the 
life. nature, and doctrine of 
Chriſt, that I ſhall here inſiſt upon 
is this. All things whatſoever 
* ye would that men ſhould do 
- © unto you, do ye' even fo unto 
them, for that is the law and 
* the prophets ; for this is that 
the righteous Lord God required 
from his people in all ages. 
This doing is accounted by 


A $ many zealous profeſſors of Chrif. 


tianity, in our preſent + mo- 
ral righteouſneſs, and but a 


I mall part, or rather no part of 


true godlineſs; but rightly con- 


fidered, all actual righteouſneſs if 
Th proceed rom a right ſpirit, is 


in itſelf the true righteouſneſs of 
| faith; and that no authority & 


— 
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there ſo great, who had ſtatutes 


all this law that I fet before 


outward law did from the Jews ? 
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which is performed from a carnal 5 
mind, in imitation of good men's 
practices, but not of their life and 
nature: for if the tree be known 
by its fruits, fruit manifeſteth the 
nature of the tree. 
Moſes, from an admiĩration of 
the juſtice and equity that the 
Lord requireth from the fons and 
daughters of men, under the ad- 
miniſtration of the law, uttered 
theſe words, What nation is 


and judgments ſo righteous, as 


N and doth the law of the 
ſpirit of life require lefs righteouf- 
neſs from Chriſtians, than that 


I tell you nay, but rather more, 
for that more power is given to all 
true Chriſtians to perform acts of 


rightcouſnels, _ 
CA. : > = _ 
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Were the underſtandings of all 
who are called Chriftians enlight- 


| - encd to ce. themſelves as they 


are, or had they but hearts to 
prove themſelves by this Chriſtian 
rule, meaſure themſelves by this 
ſtraight line, weigh themſelves in 
this equal balance, the following 
forts of men and women, with 
many others, would no more paſs 
for true Chriſtians, in God's ac- 
count, than clipt and counterfeit 


money, when it came to the ba- 


lance, would in men's account. 
As firſt, all ſuch who in ſuits of 
law, by pervetting juſtice, or other 
ſubtle contrivances, poſſeſs them- 
| ſelves of houfes, lands, or goods, 
that they have no right unto. 
Secondly, all ſuch who by vio- 
lent robbing, or private ſtealing, 
take that which is not their own. , | 
Thirdly, all ſuch who detain 
the wages of the hircling, or grind 


1 


by. 


6) 
on the neceſſities of the poor, by 


beating down the value of their 
labour till they cannot live there- 


Fourthly, all ſuch who i in trade 


or dealing uſe light weights, ſhore 
meaſure, or any other kind of de- 
ceit. 


Fifthly, all ſuch who caſt their 


burdens on other men's ſhoulders, . | 
and go free themſelves, if 
Sixthly, all ſuch as either give 


or take bribes. 

Seventhly, all ſuch who take 
wages to ſerye, and are not faith- 
ful to their cruſt. 2 


Eighthly, all ſuch who make 


contracts and perform not the 


ſame; or engage themſelves by 


: promiſes, and haye no regard to 


their word. 
Ninthly, all ſuch who by L 4 


reports, * or e 5 
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1 ings, ſbw the feeds of ſtrife, create - 


prejudice, or quench charity. 


None of theſe abide in the doc- 


trine of Chriſt, none of theſe do 


as they would be done unto ; tho” 


they bear a Chriſtian name, they 
are ſtrangers fo a Chriſtian lite ; 


|| they live not under Chriſt's go- 


vernment; they are not ſwayed by 
a ſceptre of righteouſneſs. 
To become ungodly is an eaſy 


thing; for if our backs are turned 
on God, we have nothing in our 


ye but the world and the vanities 


thereof, promiſing us ſuch con- 


tent, that little elſe is minded. 
But the great difficulty is to be 


ome godly again; though thou- 
| Lands are employed therein, little 
12 w.doth appear; for in the eyes 
of degenerated men, there is no 
lqvyelineſs in that path; and there- 
bore che great query is, By what. 
way may the oral be | 
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ble, the wild become ſober, the co- 
vetous become content, the fraudu- 
lent become juſt, the intemperate 
become moderate, the incontinent 
become chaſte, the unfaithful be- 
come faithful? I know many will 
ſay, by hearing good- miniſters, 
reading good books, and confer- 
ring with good men. But theſe 
things have been tried, and that 
for ſeveral years, by many, yet no - 
ſuch change hath been wrought 
thereby. | 
If advice, exhortation,. or coun- 
ſel, would effect this great work, 
we need not go any farther than 
the heavenly ſayings of Chriſt, in 
the aforeſaid fifth, ſixth and ſe⸗ 
venth chapters of Matthe w; for 
if we could hear all the miniſters 
in the world, read all the good 
books in the world, and confer | | 
with all the good men in Ye = 
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advice, counſel. and exhortation, 
than is contained in thoſe three 
chapters. 


By hearing good minister, | 


reading good books, and con- 
ferring with good men, we may be 
convicted; but not thoroughly 
converted ; but as virtue hath a 
ſpring ſo vice hath a root that 
mere words will not reach. The 


ſtrength of ſin is the growth of 


that ſeed that the wicked one hath 
ſown in the inward parts of the 
ſons and daughters of men; and 


foraſmuch as the cauſe is within, | 


it is impoſſible it ſhould be wholly 
removed by things without ; but 
as the cauſe is within, ſo the cure 


muſt be within, by mortifying the 
body of fin, or bringing down the 'l 


ſtrength thereof. | 
There is no unrighteous thing 


wr we could not have better 


done, but there 1 is an inward mo- 
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tion before there is any outward 


1 


action; and by that light which 
enlighteneth every man that com- 
eth into the world, if our eyes are 
inward, we may, during the day 
of our viſitation, ſee thoſe motions, 
and the way to mortify the body 
of ſia is to deny and turn from 
every ſuch motion in the riſing 
thereof, and ſo to cruſh the cock- 
atrice in the ſhell; for, in their 
riſing they are weak and power- 


leſs, and may be eaſily turhed, back, 


And if we do not ſuppreſs vice in 
the riſings thereof, it will conti- 
nue our lord; but by every ſuch 
denial, we bring down that which 
would ariſe and reign in us, 
and over us; whether it be pride, 
covetouſnefs, envy, falſehood, or 
any other vice whatever ; for che 


more denials are given to vice, the 


fewer aſſaults it Will make; the 
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ſtronger the oppoſition, the weaker 


the attempt; as yielding gives 


vice ground to grow from a ſeed 
to a body, denials bring it down 
from a body to a feed; ſo that 
though ſomething thereef may 
ariſe in us, it doth not reign over 
us; but is in ſubjection to the 
ſceptre of righteouſneſs, or rule 
of a right ſpirit. 


When the axe is laid to the root 


of the corrupt tree, a reforma- 
tion begins within; the life of 
righteouſneſs ſtands in the mortifi- 
cation of fin, which is an inward 
work. The ſpirit of this world 
| muſt be brought down, before the 
ſpirit of the Lord can be exalted in 
us. ; x 
By this we come to have the 


bleſſing as well As the birthright ; 


for the blefling is not the exalted 
mind, but to the poor in ſpirit, to 
the merciful, to the pure in heart, 
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who hunger and thirſt, not after 
riches and honour, but after righte- 
ouſneſs; and all that hunger and 
thirſt after it, will endeavour to 
ſatisfy their ſouls with an increaſe. 
9 | h T4 
Nov a talent is not improved 
by lying hid in a napkin; if we 
would have more Grace we muſt 
exerciſe the meaſure we have at- 
tained unto; we muſt live in the 
continual practice of right things; 
we muſt keep in lowlineſs, meek- 
neſs, temperance, patience, and 
other virtues; we muſt be juſt in 
our dealings, as well in the ſmalleſt 
concern, as fuch as are more 
weighty; for a ſmall matter turns 
the balance; and if that ſmall 
matter be wanting, things are not 
juſt, we do not even as we would 
be done b. 
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And this juſt dealing, as s righte- 


_ ,ouſnels comes to reign, will be no 

Hard thing, for as we accuſtom 

our ſelves thereunto it will be up- 

| permoſt; it will be as a diligent 

bandmaid, ready to offer her ſer- 

vice, and every act of righteouſ- 

| "neſs performed in a right ſpirit 

| hath its reward; which is not only 

an anſwer of peace, but Joy in the 

Holy Ghoſt, 

I cannot recommend myſelf, 

nor any other after we are awak- 

- ened unto righteouſneſs, to any 
. better way for the reforming off 
our lives, than to turn our eye in 
to the gift of God in ourſelves; | - 
3 that by his candle we may ſee the 34 
nſſing of vice, and fo deny it; 
that the contrary, which is grace 8 
and truth, may riſe and reign inf * 
us; for that is our 1 that is 7 
our defence. 1 4 


5 


«thereby, for that is the nature f 


f 1th e: repulſe; if be not hearkened 


the new man is put on; as vice 
is denied, virtue is embraced : 


n 


Words, whether retained in 
Our memories, or written in our 
books, are but weak inſtruments 
For this work, becauſe the old 
man muſt be put off, which is an 
inward work; and how is a ſorry 
gueſt put off, or. a man ;hat 
urgeth for-that. we; are not willing 
to grant, but by denying him, 
and turning from him? 

Should we enter into reaſon- 4 
ing; with any motions, of ſin, it is 
much if we are not overcome 


iin, not to turn back. at a ſmall. 
denial, eſpecially if it be a ſin that 
hath prevailed over us before; but 
in turning therefrom We give it 


| 
untg, it. goes back. | | | 
And :as; the old man is put off, | | 

I 
1 
and this new man makes us ne- 
D 
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creatures; that which is created 
after God renews in us the image 
of God; and bearing, that image 
in holineſs: and righteouſneſs our 
| converſations will declare us to be 
{| Chriſtians indeed. e 
Blut if this old man with his 
deeds of darkneſs be not- put off, 
the new man that is created after 
God's image in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs, will not be put on; 
and though we have been awak- 
ened unto righteouſneſs, we fhall 
fall aſleep again, ſome" in one 
form and ſome in another, feeding 
on words without any ſenſe of 
power or liſe; and this ſecond 
fleep appears to be a dead ſleep; 
for though we may hear much 
ſpoken againſt pride, covetouſ- 
-nels, envy, 5 &c. we are not fo 
- much as touched therewith, hut 
continue to live in the open'ſhew 
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Did the ſons and daughters gf 
men who are called Chriſtians, 
make it their concern to be Chriſ- 
tians indeed, by mortifying in 
themſelves the ſpirit of this world, 
which is the original of all vice, 
they would be not only a happy, 
but a lovely people; for by morti- 
fying the body of ſin, oppreſſion 
would ceaſe, all wrongs and in- 
juries would determine and be at 
an end; love would ſpring both 

to God and man; grace would 


grow; humility, meekneſs, mode. 


ration, and all other virtues would 
ſhew themſelves; they would be 
another manner of people in their 

converſations; their words and 
their works would be juſt, up- 


right, and honeſt; they would 1 | 


conſide in one another without 
any ſcruple or doubt. What is 
more lovely than to be at all times, 
and on all occaſions, juſt, upright 
785 D 2 SIT 
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honeſt. and faithful, doing to all 
men in all things whatfoever: even 
as we would that they ſhould do 
unto us? A living under the rule 
and government of a righy ſpirit, 
qualifies us, and makes us c 2 
of performing every Chriftian 
duty: We ſhall love the' Lord 
our God with all our hearts, and 
our neighbours as ourſevles; 
which is the ſum of all godlineſs, 
and the t true ee of Ka 
nity. 
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haze Hart's Teſtimony 
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Inward and inviſible guidance 


er wv 


; SPIRIT of GOD. 


"HOSE that truly fear God 


have ſecret e from 


Aa "Midas wiſdom than what is 
barely human, namely, *< the Spirit 


< of Truth and Wiſdom,” that 
doth really and truly, but ſecretly, 
prevent and direct them. Any 


man that fincerely and truly fears | 
Almighty God, relies upon him, il 
and calls upon him for his guid» 
ance and direction, hath it as really 


'as\a ſon hath the council and di- I 


rection of his father; and though 


the voice be not as audible, nor the 


direction always perceptible(or diſ- 
cernible) to ſenſe, yet, it is equally 


"AS rcat as if a man heard the voice 
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| ſaying, £ This is. the bay; : walk 


And this ſecret” direction of 
Atmigtity God. is principally ſeen 


in matters relating to the good of 


the foul; yet it may alſo bo found 


in the concerns of this life, which 


à good man that fears Goll 'ahd 


begs his direction, ſhall very often 


if not at all times, flidy 10046 


can call my o] experience 


to witheſs that, cven in the exter- 


nal actions of my Whale life, I. 


uas never diſappointed of the beſt 


guidance and direction; when I 


bave, in humility, and ſinberity, 
im tored the fecret direction and 


didance/of the Divine | Wiſdom: :: 


The obſervation of the 8 
aAdmonition of the ſpitit of God 

in the Reurt, is an effectual 
means to cleanſe and ſanctify thy: 


Heart -andithe more it is attended 


anto, the more i it will. be. con- 
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et with thy ſoul for thy in- 

ſtruction.— In the midſt; of th 
„ difficyhics it will be thy con- 

ſellorp in the midſt of thy Ss 
tions it - will be thy ſtrength, and 

grace ſufficient for thee; in the 
mitiſt of "thy: troubles it will be 
thy light and thy comforter: only - | 
beware thou neglect not the voice 
of this Spirit; it may bo thy 
neglect may quench it, and thou 
ma N hear that voice more. 
2 1 is impoſſible for thee to enjoy 
| chat which muſt make thee happy, 
till thou att deeply fenfible:of' thy, 
own emptineſs and nothingneſs, 
and thy ſpirit thereby brought 
down and laid in the Juſt, — The 
Spirit of Chriſt is an humbling 
ſpirit; the more thou haſt of it the 
more it will humble thee; and it 
is a ſign that either thou haſt it 

not, or that is yet oyer-maſtered _ | 
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by thy corruptions, if thy. heart be 
fill havghty, | 
892 Watch, therefore, the ſecret per- 
ſuations and diſſuations of the 
Spirit of God, and beware thou 
5 nb it not, nor grieve it; be 
8 ſure thou obſerve this voice — this 
wind that blows where it liſts, if 
| ſhut out, retiſted, or grieved, may 
= haply never breathe upon thee 
1 again, but leave thee to be hard- 
ened in thy fins; but if obſerved 
and obeyed, thou ſhalt be ſure to 


have it thy monitor and director 
upon all occaſions; when thou 
goeſt out it will lead thee, when 


thou ſleepeſt it will Keep thee, and 
when thou awakeſt it will talk 
With thee. 

Theſe are faithful, weighty, 
aud true ſayings, happy are thole 
chat witneſs them ſo to be. 
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A E inf; pred prophet. Ilaiah, 
in the lait verle of the; fors 
tieth chapter, faith, They that 
wait upon the Lord ſhall: renew 
their ſtrength. in the firſt verſe 
of the next chapter. immediately. 
fucceeding, he ſhews What 1$ 
meant by waiting, in theſe words, 
„Keep ſilence before me, O It- 
lands! and let the people renew 
their ſtrength.” Certainly this 
ſilence imports. the ſame thing as 
waiting in the former verſs, ſceing 
the tame effect is attributed to 


64 1 
both; and is not the carnal mind 
and corrupt imagination here 
commanded to keep filence he- 

- fore God, chat tlie ſoul may pro- 
perly wait, and watch unto pray- 
er? The prophet adds, © Let them 
d come near, then let them 
„ ſpeak.” This alſo appears to 
call the immortal ſoul into deep 

filence, that therein it may firſt 
receive divine help to dra near 
in ſpirit to the great Jehovah, and 
8. . then ſpeak forth its humble peti- 
tion, under a ſenſe of that holy, 
s folemn,” awful reverence, which is 
due from a dependant creature 
in its approaches to its Almighty 
Creator. 5 5 
© Solomon, under an awful ſenſe 
böf che Divine Greatneſs and Ma- 
| jcfty, affords us this neceſſary cau- 
don when we -preſent ourſelves 
before him: Be not raſn with 
eech mouch;“ This every one 
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certainly is, who preſumes ' to 
ſpeak to the moſt high before he 
hath duly confidered in whoſe 


preſence he is. He adds, Let not 
thine heart be haſty to utter any 


thing before God; for God is in 


heaven, and thou upon earth, 
therefore let thy words be few.” 
This plainly inculcates, how much 
it behoves us to have a reverent 
ſenſe of the majeſty and purity of 
the ſupreme 1earcher of hearts, | 
and to — 
feeling of our inability and no- 
thingneſs, before we addreſs bin 1 
with our lips. | 
When the prophet Iſaiah was 
admitted, in a viſion, to behold 


deeply humbled into a 


the plorious Majeſty of God, he WW 
oould only cry, **Woe is me '” till +... 


a a live coal from the holy altar had 
touched his lips, and purged away 
his fin. What a deep revemnce 
of Ns Maker, and jut abhorrence. 
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$ > dt ſelf Killed his tupblecanias, 
when he was favomed with thy 
awful Rght of the ſupreme glory?) 
” How: felfabafing were his tenf: 
ons, and, emphatical: his ex 7 
ſions, when he ctied; Woe: is 
mel, for J am e, becanle I 
3 am a man of unelèan lips I and. 
=o dwell in the midſt of a pepple of 
unclean lips; for mine eyes 
. have ſeen the King, the Lord of 
ee How diffetent is this heart- 
Nel acknowledgement, procced- 
from the powerful conyictions 
ry the Hol Spirit, tothaſe dry; for- 
mal, unfel words that come from 
; te dle K Bare nominal Chriſ- 
ne {”) Notwichſtznding every 
. hath hot ſc large a portion 
Holy Spirit, an e 
. Lprophet, had, yet every one is gra- 
1 e tl 1/a meaſure 
3 Aullſeſech to renderughi s -offering 
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